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view. It would all depend, he told Lichnowsky, on what
kind of measures Austria might take. "Should a tremen-
dously excited feeling arise in Russia as a re&ult of Aus-
trian military measures, he would not be in a position to
hold Russian policy in check, and, in view of the vexation
existing at the moment in Russia against England/7 he
would have to have some regard fur Russia's sensitive feel-
ings." 18 He gently hinted that "the more Austria could
keep her demand within reasonable limits, and the stronger
the justification she could produce for making any demand,
the more chance there would be of smoothing things over."
And, he added, he "hated the idea of a war between any of
the Great Powers, and that any of them should be dragged
into a war by Serbia would be detestable."19 Lichnowsky,
on his part, remained pessimistic as to his own Govern-
ment's intentions, but optimistic as to Grey's efforts for
peace and belief that "a peaceful solution would be found."
To his hope that Russian and English influence would per-
suade Serbia to agree to justifiable demands, Grey replied
that "everything would depend on the form of satisfaction
demanded. ... He [Grey] hoped that the quarrel might
be settled and localized, for the idea of a war between the
Great Powers of Europe must be repelled under all cir-
cumstances." 20
Meanwhile, however, the vituperations of the Austro-
17 This vexation arose from British irritation at the aggressive con-
duct of Russian consuls in Persia, and from Russian irritation at the
Anglo-Persian Oil Agreement of 1913, which secured to the British Ad-
miralty oil monopolies at the head of the Persian Gulf in the "neutral
sphere;" these were valued at $200,000,000, and would provide fuel for the
newest and largest type of English naval vessels which Winston Church-
ill had just decided should be equipped as oil-burners (cf. Churchill, pp.
129-135; B.D., p. x.). To smooth away this vexation and to strengthen
the solidarity of the Triple Entente was one of President Poincare's objects
in his visit to Russia at this time (Cf. Poincare, Les Origines de la
Guerre, pp. 201 f.; BJD., 49, 75, 164, 318).
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